
PRELUDE Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich J.S. Bach 

WELCOME 

 HYMN #408 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 

( The congregation may rise, in body or in spirit.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 133 

ONE: ת נָּעִים וּמַה טוֹב מַה הִנֵּה בֶׁ חִים שֶׁ יַחַד  גַם אָּ  

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 

ALL: It is like precious oil joyfully poured on the head in greeting,  

Running down upon the chin,  

Running down over the collar of the anointed one’s robes. 

It is like the rich dew of the northern realm,  

Which falls in the south on the mountains of the holy city.  

For there the Most High poured out blessing,  

Life forevermore. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “Hineh Ma Tov” HEBREW FOLK SONG 
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 

Sometimes we are so busy talking that we forget to listen, so busy  

worrying that we forget to trust, so busy fearing that we forget to risk.  

In silence, let us offer God a patient reflection on our waywardness. 

(Silence is kept) 

By what we have done and by what we have not done, we have strayed from the 

deep union with God, the deep reverence for life and peace, which is the true calling 

of our lives. Despite our best intentions, we grieve the heart of our Creator.  

(Silence is kept) 

Receive us as we are, God,  

and grant us humility and courage for the journey ahead. Amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Wherever we are, however we are doing, God’s love and forgiveness find us. 

Nothing can separate us from the renewing love of God. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “Hineh Ma Tov”  

RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 67 

ONE: May God be gracious to us and bless us,  

ALL: And may God’s face shine upon us, 

That Your ways may be known upon earth, O Holy One, 

Your restoration of life among all nations. 
 

Let the peoples honor You, O Author of Life;  

Let all the peoples give You thanks. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

For You rule the peoples with justice, 

And offer guidance to the nations of earth.  

Let the peoples honor You, O Author of Life;  

Let all the peoples give You thanks. 
 

The earth yields its harvest;  

God, our God, has blessed us. 

May the Holy One continue to bless us, 

And be revered to the ends of the earth.  
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A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 

 HYMN (insert) “Come, Ye Disconsolate” CONSOLATOR 

OFFERTORY 

THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 

Offerings not specifically designated for the Church (including any checks with “Light 

of Service” or “LOS” in the memo line) are given to an organization doing 
compassionate work that is close to the heart of a participant in our church. This 

week, we share our gifts with the Jane Lloyd Fund. 

ONE: God has poured gifts into our lives; we now return our tithes and offerings. 

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

Our church welcomes every size gift, and thanks you for your generosity. 

MUSICAL OFFERING God Be in My Head Henry Walford Davies 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of extravagant mercy, with hands outstretched  

you have poured out  

wonder and pleasure and delight,  

goodness and beauty and bounty.  

So take these offerings, we pray, as our witness against all  

that is evil and ugly and impoverished,  

trivial and wretched and tyrannical,  

in our world and in ourselves —  

that we, too, may be poured out for the world. Amen.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KV-iQ1IoPvSvidkvzgHjVr48ip3uzPFcdv7QhW7phXw/edit?usp=sharing
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SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Old Testament, p. 839 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 15:21-28 New Testament, p. 20 

SERMON “Persistence” Pastor John A. Nelson 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 HYMN #619 “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” LAUDA ANIMA 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE Interlude from Water Music G.F. Handel 

 
Welcome to Church! 

Gathered in 1744, the Congregational Church of Salisbury is an Open and Affirming 

member of the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a 
great variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence is a gift to us! 

We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and fellowship.  

We seek to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds and love our neighbors as ourselves. 
This Church is Open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment 

regardless of race, ancestry, class, gender identity, physical and mental ability or sexual 

orientation. We Affirm each individual as a child of God, celebrating the total identity of 

each person. 

As an Open and Affirming Congregation, we commit to work toward ending ignorance, fear, 

hatred, prejudice, and discrimination against any person. 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

If you are visiting us, Welcome! Please sign our guest book and introduce yourself to 

our Pastor or to one of the Deacons. Fill out a welcome card in the pew to join our 

email list. Assistive Listening Devices are available; please ask an usher for assistance. 
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Come, Ye Disconsolate 
WORDS: (st. 1-2): Thomas Moore (1816, rev. 1824); (st. 3): Thomas Hastings (1832) TUNE: CONSOLATOR (Webbe) 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Allison Grey and Deborah Moore 

Reader: Emily Elliot • Deacon: Theresa Carroll 

Fellowship time hosts: Dean Haubrich and Theresa Carroll  

Today’s liturgy is adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2022 
(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com); used by permission.  

Psalm adapted from The Psalms in Worship, Mary Susan Gast, © 2002; used by permission. 

Our Ministry Team 

Ministers: All Participants in the Life of the Congregation 

Worship & Music 

Music Director: David Baranowski 
Bell Choir Director: Mary Davidson 

Cantor: Jennifer Oberto 

Faith Formation 

Sunday School Coordinator: 
Holly Tierney 

Holding the Parts Together 

Administrative Assistant: Loriann Chevremont 
Sexton: Richard Tietjen 

Stewardship & Database Mgr: Kelly Rybczyk 

Church Officers: Betsy Beck, moderator;  
Janet Offensend, treasurer;  

Jennifer Oberto, clerk 

Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson 
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Occasions for Service, Witness, and Prayer 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  

We gladly list joys and concerns, and typically print them for four weeks  

after they are offered in worship. (Prayer requests may be renewed at any time.) 

New concerns: 
Weekly prayer from UCC Global Ministries: for 

the people of Syria — living with immense suffering 

due to the long-lasting war, catastrophic economic 
downturn, and political turmoil — and for mission 
partners, Forum for Development, Culture, and 

Dialogue, the National Evangelical Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon, and the Union of Armenian 

Evangelical Churches in the Near East.  

Ellen Groves, further surgery and recovery for a 
broken neck, and her family • Carl Morner, 

hospitalized with atrial fibrillation while recovering 
from lung surgery, and his family. 

Continued concerns: 
Margaret Haubrich, in memory care • all affected 

by gun violence, especially survivors, those tending 

to the traumatized, and those advocating for safety 

• the peoples of Sudan and Ukraine • neighbors 
who serve or live in war or in conflict zones 

around the world • for peacemakers.  

For those in treatment for cancer — Peter 
Kiernan, Jenny, Frank Swaye, David Douyea, 

Deborah Merwin, Keith Blanton — prayers for 
healing and strength.   

Friends and family now serving our country in the 

armed forces • All those serving or living in war or 
conflict zones around the world. 

Family & Friends  
who have passed away 

Bill Jones • Ben Doing 

We thank God for the gift of life, and pray for the 

Spirit’s strong presence with family and friends 
who grieve.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PASTORAL VISIT, please call the church office (860-435-2442) or email 

Pastor John (jnelson@salisburyucc.org). Sometimes we don’t find out about an injury or illness 

or other need until long after — so please call! 
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This Week at Salisbury UCC 

SUNDAY, 20 AUGUST 

10AM Worship  
followed by fellowship & refreshments 

in the Parish Hall 
11:30AM Board of Trustees 

MONDAY, 21 AUGUST 
9:15AM Centering Prayer (via Zoom) 
11:30AM  Duplicate Bridge Club 

TUESDAY, 22 AUGUST 

6:30PM Tai Chi class 

WEDNESDAY, 23 AUGUST 

11AM Chapel service at Noble Horizons 
12:30PM Staff Meeting 

 

… and mark your calendars: 

Friday, 2 September 

12noon: First Friday Music in the Meeting House 

Sunday, 17 September 

morning: Welcome Back & Sunday School kick-off 

afternoon: auditions for Butterfingers Angel 

 

 
Please Recycle this Bulletin!

  
 

30 Main Street | P.O. Box 392 | Salisbury, CT 06068 • 860-435-2442 

email: welcome@salisburyucc.org • web: salisburyucc.org 

Office Hours: 8:30am – 1:30pm, Monday-Thursday 
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