
HYMN SING 

WELCOME 

 HYMN #15 “All Creatures of Our God and King” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

( The congregation may rise, in body or in spirit.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  

in the name of Christ, the pulse of life, 

and in the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen. 

ALL: Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

Christ, we come into your presence to worship in this sanctuary called Earth: 

A planet pulsating with your presence — 

a presence quivering in the forests, 

a presence vibrating in the land, 

a presence thriving in the wilderness, 

a presence shimmering in the rivers. 

God, reveal yourself to us in this place, and show us your face in all creation. 

Holy! Holy! Holy! 

The whole earth is filled with your glory! 
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RESPONSE IN SONG “Creation Introit” NICÆA 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

One: In this sanctuary, set apart to give praise to God, we remember  

the wide and untamed sanctuary of God’s creation.  

Many: We remember the wild places God created,  

the worlds of wonder and mystery, 

the spirit of the wilderness. 
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Jesus Christ, from the wilderness hear our cry: 

We regret that we have become alienated from Earth,  

and have treated this garden 

as a beast to be tamed,  

as a domain to be dominated,  

and as a place to be ruled for our gain. 

We remember and confess how we have violated and polluted  

the wild places of our garden planet. 

We are sorry. 

We have contaminated deserts with radioactive waste. 

We have torn holes in the ozone layer. 

We have desecrated sacred sites in the mountains. 

We have trampled the homes of wild creatures.  

We have built a way of life that destroys the way of your wild creation. 

We are sorry. We are sorry. 

(We unburden ourselves in silent prayer.) 

ABSOLUTION 

Christ hears our confession out of the wildness, forgives our sins against the 

wilderness, and calls us now to open our ears and our hearts to sustain rather than 

to destroy the wilderness, the world God has filled with wonder. 

Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home and all living creatures as 

our kin. Help us to return home to Earth. 

I speak for Christ: 

I invite you to come home to Earth, and I call you to care for this planet with love,  

to nurture the wilderness as I have nurtured you, and to join me in healing creation. 

Shalom! Shalom! We are coming home! 

As we come home to Earth, 

Christ, have mercy. 

As we seek to love our home, 

Christ, have mercy. 

As we seek to care for our kin, 

Christ, have mercy. 

RESPONSE IN SONG (p. 2) “Creation Introit” 
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RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 18:6-19  

ONE: In my distress I called upon the Holy One; 

to my God I cried for help. 

ALL: From the temple the Creator heard my voice, 

 and my cry reached God’s ears. 

Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

the foundations also of the mountains trembled and quaked in God’s anger. 

Smoke went up from God’s nostrils, 

and devouring fire from the Almighty’s mouth; 

glowing coals flamed forth. 

God bowed the heavens, and came down; 

thick darkness was under the Creator’s feet, 

Who rode on a cherub, and flew; 

Who came swiftly upon the wings of the wind, 

Who made darkness the covering all around, 

Whose canopy was thick clouds dark with water. 

Out of the brightness before God  

there broke through the Holy One’s clouds 

hailstones and coals of fire. 

YHWH also thundered in the heavens, 

the Most High uttered speech, 

and sent out arrows, and scattered them; 

flashed forth lightnings, and routed them. 

Then the channels of the sea were seen, 

and the foundations of the world were laid bare 

at your rebuke, O God, 

at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

God reached down from on high, and took me; 

God drew me out of mighty waters. 

God delivered me from my strong enemy, 

and from those who hated me; 

for they were too mighty for me. 

They confronted me in the day of my calamity; 

but the Almighty was my support. 

God brought me out into a broad place; 

and delivered me, because God delighted in me. 
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A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 

 HYMN #13 “The Mighty God with Power Speaks” KINGSFOLD 

All attending Sunday School may leave as we sing the hymn. 

OFFERTORY 

THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 

Offerings not specifically designated for the Church (including any checks with “Light 
of Service” or “LOS” in the memo line) will be given to an organization doing 

compassionate work that is close to the heart of a participant in our church. 

Throughout September, we share gifts with the CROP Hunger Walk. 

ONE: God has poured gifts into our lives; we now return our tithes and offerings. 

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

Our church welcomes every size gift, and thanks you for your generosity. 

MUSICAL OFFERING Springs in the Desert Arthur B. Jennings 

 Charlie Noyes, tenor 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 

Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come and save you. 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

 

For in the wilderness shall waters break out, 
and streams flow in the desert. 

And the parched ground shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty land springs of water. 
 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the redeemed shall walk there: 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return with songs 

and everlasting joy 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 35 
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 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of wildness and grace, we bless these gifts in your name. May they 

honor you. May they bring a measure of healing to your earth. May 

this be a new beginning of our faithful generosity — giving the best we 

can offer to your gracious rule of all the world. We ask it in Jesus’ 

name: Amen. 

MODERN TESTIMONY from the Preface to Desert Solitaire Edward Abbey 

GOSPEL READING Mark 1:9-13 New Testament, p.  

SERMON “Spirit Wildness” Pastor John A. Nelson 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 HYMN #17 “Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!” WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN 

SENDING 

ONE: Here, we are meeting in grace: 

ALL: God has gathered us in this holy place;  

God’s presence and power makes of us a beloved community. 

Together, we are transformed by love: 

Believing and doubting, hungry and full, grieving and rejoicing:  

Christ receives us, embraces our brokenness and resilience,  

and leads us into wholeness. 

We are serving with joy, each as we are able:  

Equipped by grace and charged by love, the Spirit sends us out 

to be agents of light and compassion. May it be so! 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE Toccata Theodore Dubois 
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Welcome to Church! 

Gathered in 1744, the Congregational Church of Salisbury is an Open and Affirming 

member of the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a 

great variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence is a gift to us! 

We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and fellowship.  

We seek to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds and love our neighbors as ourselves. 

This Church is Open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment 
regardless of race, ancestry, class, gender identity, physical and mental ability or sexual 

orientation. We Affirm each individual as a child of God, celebrating the total identity of 

each person. 

As an Open and Affirming Congregation, we commit to work toward ending ignorance, fear, 

hatred, prejudice, and discrimination against any person. 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here! 

If you are visiting us, Welcome! Please sign our guest book and introduce yourself to 

our Pastor or to one of the Deacons. Fill out a welcome card in the pew to join our 

email list. Assistive Listening Devices are available; please ask an usher for assistance. 

Kindly set phones to silent (unless you’re expecting a call from Jesus). 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Deborah Moore and Joanne Taber 
Reader and Deacon: Barbara Collins  

Fellowship time hosts: Dean Haubrich and Theresa Carroll  

Flowers have been placed in the Meeting House by Angela Lomanto. 

Today’s liturgy is adapted from seasonofcreation.com, with appreciation. Creation Doxology lyrics by John A. Nelson.  
Psalm adapted from The Psalms in Worship, Mary Susan Gast, © 2002; used by permission. 

  



~ 12 ~ 

Our Ministry Team 

Ministers: All Participants in the Life of the Congregation 

Worship & Music 

Music Director: David Baranowski 

Bell Choir Director: Mary Davidson 
Cantor: Jennifer Oberto 

Faith Formation 

Sunday School Coordinator: Holly Tierney 

Youth Group leader: Sarah Lesch 

Holding the Parts Together 

Administrative Assistant: Loriann Chevremont 
Sexton: Richard Tietjen 

Stewardship & Database Mgr: Kelly Rybczyk 

Church Officers:  
Betsy Beck, moderator;  

Janet Offensend, treasurer; Jennifer Oberto, clerk 

Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson 

This Week at Salisbury UCC 

SUNDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 

10AM Worship  
followed by fellowship & refreshments 

in the Parish Hall 
1PM CROP Hunger walk 

2:30PM Youth Group 
5PM Sunday Supper 

MONDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 

9:15AM Centering Prayer (via Zoom) 
10A-2P Treasure Trove setup 

WEDNESDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 

10A-2P Treasure Trove setup 
11AM Noble Horizons chapel service 

12:30PM Staff Meeting 
4PM Women’s Bible Study 

THURSDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER 
10A-2P Treasure Trove setup 
5:30PM Choir Rehearsal 

FRIDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 

8:45AM Men’s Bible Study 

10A-2P Treasure Trove setup 
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