
PRELUDE Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten J.S. Bach  

WELCOME 

 HYMN #12 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO 
( The congregation may rise, in body or in spirit.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Here in this place, with these people, 

we come to worship the living God. 

ALL: In you, O God, we hope; 

in you, Creator of shalom, we live. 

Here in this sacred space, in these very moments, 

we pour our hearts into prayer and song. 

In you, Christ of the Way, we rejoice; 

in you, dear Companion, grace is as near as your heart. 

Here, on this day of gentleness and beauty, 

there is room to remember brokenness and pain, grief and despair,  

and call on the healing power of God. 

In you, O Spirit, we find our way; 

in you, Teacher of hope, we learn the cost and joy of discipleship. 
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RESPONSE IN SONG “God, Listen to Your Children Praying” Ken Medema 

 

Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under OneLicense.net A-725033. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

ONE: Called to have the same mind as Christ, we often spend too much time 

thinking about all those ways which then lead us astray. But, if we confess our sins 

— our waywardness, our distraction, our failings — God removes their power from 

us strengthens us to follow. Join me as we pray together, saying, 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

You call us to your abundance, Inviting God, yet our busy lives keep us 

from responding. You remember every word we utter, every prayer 

we whisper, yet we forget so many of the ways you care for us. You 

would make your gentleness known through us, yet we lash out in 

anger and fear towards others. 
 

Forgive us, God of all hope, we pray in the name of your servant 

Christ Jesus. In him, we can live in your way. Through him, we can 

learn the dreams you have for us. With him, we can open our arms 

and embrace all the people we meet. 

(Silence is kept) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

ONE: Forgiven by God, we can begin to reflect on all those ways in which we can live 

justly, act honorably, love completely. This is good news! 

MANY: We are fed with grace, and nourished with joy, so we may go 

and bring hope and peace to everyone we meet. Thanks be to God! 

Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG “God, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
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RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 

ONE: Honor the Holy One!  

ALL: O give thanks to the Most High, for God is good;  

The Almighty’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Who can recount all the mighty deeds of the Creator,  

or fully proclaim God’s honor? 

Happy are those who do justice,  

Whose actions always reflect God’s compassion. 

Remember me, O Holy One, when You smile upon Your people;  

Come to my aid when You deliver them; 

That I may see the thriving of those who live in covenant with You,  

That I may rejoice in the gladness of Your people,  

That I may take joy in Your people. 

We, like our ancestors before us,  

Have been unfaithful to our God;  

We have gone astray;  

We have worked malice. 

They made a calf and bowed down to this idol cast from metal. 

They exchanged the grandeur of the Most High  

for the image of an ox that eats grass. 

They forgot God, their Savior,  

Who had done great things and wondrous works  

in the land of their captivity,  

And awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 

In their oblivion they would have come to destruction, had not Moses,  

The Holy One’s agent of liberation 

stood in the chasm before the Almighty,  

To turn them away from the path to devastation. 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)  Hymnal, p. 35 

 HYMN #824 “Near to the Heart of God” MCAFEE 

All attending Sunday School may leave as we sing the hymn. 
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OFFERTORY 

THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 

Offerings not specifically designated for the Church (including any checks with “Light 

of Service” or “LOS” in the memo line) will be given to an organization doing 
compassionate work that complements our church’s mission. This week, we share 

our gifts with the International Committee of the Red Cross, for its work in 

Israel and Gaza. 

ONE: God has poured gifts into our lives; we now return our tithes and offerings. 

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

Our church welcomes every size gift, and thanks you for your generosity. 

ANTHEM “He, Watching Over Israel,” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

May not only our gifts, but our lives, be the grace and hope which 

bring healing to the broken, as well as food and nourishment to all 

who hunger and thirst for justice and peace. In Jesus’ name, we pray: 

Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Philippians 4:1-9  New Testament, p. 242 
  Exodus 32:1, 7-14 Old Testament, p. 97 

SERMON “Consequences” Pastor John A. Nelson 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 HYMN (insert) “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” LANCASHIRE 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tune David German 
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Welcome to Church! 

Gathered in 1744, the Congregational Church of Salisbury is an Open and Affirming 

member of the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a 

great variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence is a gift to us! 

We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and fellowship.  

We seek to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds and love our neighbors as ourselves. 

This Church is Open to all for participation, membership, leadership and employment 
regardless of race, ancestry, class, gender identity, physical and mental ability or sexual 

orientation. We Affirm each individual as a child of God, celebrating the total identity of 

each person. 

As an Open and Affirming Congregation, we commit to work toward ending ignorance, fear, 

hatred, prejudice, and discrimination against any person. 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here! 

If you are visiting us, Welcome! Please sign our guest book and introduce yourself to 

our Pastor or to one of the Deacons. Fill out a welcome card in the pew to join our 

email list. Assistive Listening Devices are available; please ask an usher for assistance. 

Kindly set phones to silent (unless you’re expecting a call from Jesus). 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Sharon Tingley and Kevin Wolgemuth  

Reader: Jeanette Weber • Deacon: Patricia Palmer  

Today’s liturgy is adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2023 
(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com); used by permission.  

Psalm adapted from The Psalms in Worship, Mary Susan Gast, © 2002; used by permission. 

Cover art: portion of “The Golden Calf” by James Jacques Joseph Tissot (1836-1902), gouache on board, The Jewish Museum, NYC 

  



~ 9 ~ 

Our Ministry Team 

Ministers: All Participants in the Life of the Congregation 

Worship & Music 

Music Director: David Baranowski 

Bell Choir Director: Mary Davidson 
Cantor: Jennifer Oberto 

Faith Formation 

Sunday School Coordinator: Holly Tierney 

Youth Group Leader: Sarah Lesch 
Youth Group Assistant: Dan Baker 

Holding the Parts Together 

Administrative Assistant: Loriann Chevremont 
Sexton: Richard Tietjen 

Stewardship & Database Mgr: Kelly Rybczyk 

Church Officers:  
Betsy Beck, moderator;  

Janet Offensend, treasurer; Jennifer Oberto, clerk 

Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson 

Occasions for Service, Witness, and Prayer 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  

We gladly list joys and concerns, and typically print them for four weeks  

after they are offered in worship. (Prayer requests may be renewed at any time.) 

New concerns: 
Weekly prayer from UCC Global Ministries,  

for mission partners in  

the Democratic Republic of Congo:  
Church of Christ in Congo • Congo Protestant 

University – Kinshasa • Community of Disciples of 
Christ in Congo • the Rev. Bryan Parrish, Mission 

Co-worker 

For peace in Israel/Palestine 

Linda Ryan, recovering from surgery 

Continued concerns: 
Peace in Armenia/Azerbaijan • Margaret Haubrich, 

in memory care • Neighbors around the world 
recovering from catastrophic wildfires, floods, and 

hurricanes • all affected by gun violence, especially 

survivors, those tending to the traumatized, and 
those advocating for safety • the peoples of Sudan 
and Ukraine • neighbors who serve or live in war 

or in conflict zones around the world • for 
peacemakers.  

For those in treatment for cancer — Deborah 
Lifton • Peter Kiernan, Jenny, Frank Swaye, 

David Douyea, Deborah Merwin, Keith Blanton — 

prayers for healing and strength.   

Family & Friends  
who have passed away 

Bob Salluzzo • Karen Parsons • Sally Noyes 

We thank God for the gift of life, and pray for the 
Spirit’s strong presence with family and friends 

who grieve.   

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PASTORAL VISIT, please call the church office (860-435-2442) or email 

Pastor John (jnelson@salisburyucc.org). Sometimes we don’t find out about an injury or illness 

or other need until long after — so please call! 
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This Week at Salisbury UCC 

SUNDAY, 15 OCTOBER 

10AM Worship  
followed by fellowship & refreshments 

in the Parish Hall 
11:30AM Board of Trustees  meeting 

MONDAY, 16 OCTOBER 
9:15AM Centering Prayer (via Zoom) 
11:30AM  Duplicate Bridge Club 

TUESDAY, 17 OCTOBER 

5:15PM Handbell Choir rehearsal 

WEDNESDAY, 18 OCTOBER 

12:30PM Staff Meeting 
4PM Women’s Bible Study 

5:30PM Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY, 19 OCTOBER 

5:30PM Project SAGE Board meeting 

FRIDAY, 20 OCTOBER 
8:45AM Men’s Bible Study 

SATURDAY, 21 OCTOBER 
12-5PM Donna Schaper 50th ordination 

anniversary 
 

 
Please Recycle this Bulletin!
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